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Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
Form PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
material to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

One copy of each of the non-U. S. listed patent documents is submitted herewith. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(2)(i), the undersigned is not submitting copies of the cited 
U.S. patents. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 
months from the application's filing date; (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action after 
filing a request for continued examination (RCE) under §1.1 14, and therefore, no Statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is required. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant submits the following explanations: 

DE 19649366 relates to a micro sensor for analyzing liquids, in particular 
alcohol/petroleum mixtures or the likes, which has three dimensional, interdigital first and 
second micro electrodes (4, 6), defining a gap of the order of 20jim between each microelectrode, 
which are mounted on a substrate (IDS-Chip A). The interdigital structures (4, 6) of the micro 
sensor are undercut in such a way that they are surrounded by the measuring liquid (F), whereby 
the first and second micro electrodes (4, 6) form a capacitor in relation to each other. The 
electrodes (4, 6) rest preferably on their edge areas only. The capacity of a dielectric liquid/liquid 
mixture is determined with a sensor. Furthermore, the conductivity can be determined and used 
for correcting impurities. Variations due to temperature change are eliminated by means of a 
temperature sensor. 

WO 0062057 relates to the control of a vat containing oil or cooking fat that undergoes a 
plurality of heating cycles, whereby a capacitive probe is disposed in an area of the vat that is 
adapted for immersion in said oil or cooking fat, whereby the dielectric gap thereof is taken up 
by a portion of the oil or cooking fat and an initialization procedure is triggered (E2) after the vat 
has been filled with said liquid (El), whereby a measurement is made of the initial value of a 
characteristic representing the dielectric constant of said liquid in heating conditions and a 
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retirement criterion is established, whereby the measurement of said characteristic is repeatedly 
detected during the course of successive heating cycles and a retirement procedure (E6) is 
triggered when the retirement criterion is detected (E4) as being met. According to this document 
the capacitive probe is formed of two plates separated from each other by dielectric spacers. 
No concise explanation of relevance is required for GB '130 since it is in the English 



The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 



language. 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of 
this form with next communication to applicant. 
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